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Beptembsr 21st, 1950

Dear G®neral Smith,

At the time your appointment as Chief of Overseas
Intelligence was announced in the press I was away from my desk and
only now f£ind it convenient %o write you this word, belated indeed, of
congratulations and best wishes in your new post.

That your job is tough, no one will deny. Yet your record in Moscow

as Ambassador is enough to reassure those of us who are sincerely and
radliocally interested in knowing what the Kremlinites are plotting and
executing both abread, your special province, and here at home. So

much appears to be needed by way of sound, relisble, competent intelligence
It is heartening to realize that a man of your salibre 1s taking on a
major sestion of the joby as you probably realize, General, Americans
like myself are pretty sick of being perpetuslly called "naive" as a
Nation when it comes to dealing with the wiles of Stalin's henchmen.
That's why it was so cheering to know that man of your understanding and
grasp of World Commumism ie now in s position to do something about it

by way of colleeting valuable informatiom: The reaction on the home-front
camot but be goed.

God speed you and enlighten you in your new post.
Respectfully and sincerely yours

o (Rev)| John L Bazinet
- Prof of Apologetios

Lieut-General Walter Bedell Smith, U.S.A.

Chief, Military Intelligence for Overseas
Department of the Army %07/6

Pentagon Building
Washington, Distriect of Columbia
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27 September 1950

Reverend John L num, S8
8t ¥ery's Seminary
Baltimore 10, ¥d P

Dear Yather Basinet:

Thank you for your th,wgmi;iyhttw of congratulations
axd kind remarks on my new appointment. Notes of eonfidence
like your own help the morale & greai deal.

I sm under no illusions about thiz job and expest it to
be st least as rough as snything I have yet uniertsken. The
American people sesm to sxpect mirscles nowadays from their
publis servants, and I am painfully conscious of my own liwi-
tations in the field of the mirsculous. However, I sm for it
now ard will do the best I can.

With kindest peraonll regards,
Falthfully,
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